
RIPARIAN AREAS REGULATION - WATERCOURSE DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

 

Building Permit Application 
is made 

Owner/Developer confirms that no 
development will occur within a Riparian 
Assessment Area (greater than 30 m from 
watercourse) 

Proposed Development is located 
within a Riparian Assessment Area 
(less than 30 m from watercourse) 

QEP report indicates all development 
will meet the setback requirement as 
calculated by the RAR process (the 
SPEA) 

Applicant hires QEP to conduct 
assessment of property and write 
report identifying SPEA 

MOE and DFO review determines 
HADD - rejects application 

QEP posts RAR assessment report 
on RAR notification database for 
provincial (MOE) and federal 
(DFO) review 

QEP report indicates development 
will be within the calculated RAR 
setback (SPEA) 

Local Government may or may not 
provide letter of support for the 
proposed development to be 
reviewed by MOE and DFO 

MOE and DFO review determines 
that project may or may not result in a 
HADD.  Approval is given, with 
measures to protect the SPEA and site 
specific mitigation recommendations 

Development application may not be 
processed by Local Government.  
Applicant must revise and resubmit 

Watercourse D.P. Policy allows 
Building Official to proceed with 
issuing Watercourse D.P. as a 
condition of the Building Permit 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
APPLICATION:  Application for Building Permit 
DFO – Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
HADD:  Harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish 
habitat 
MOE – Ministry of Environment 
QEP – Qualified Environmental Professional 
RAR – Riparian Area Regulations 
RAA – Riparian Assessment Area 
SPEA – Streamside Protection and Enhancement Area 

QEP posts RAR assessment report on 
RAR notification database.  Approval 
to proceed given to Local 
Government  

Watercourse Development Permit policy 
allows Building Official to proceed with 
issuing Watercourse Development permit 
as a condition of the Building Permit 

Watercourse D.P. Policy allows 
Building Official to proceed with 
issuing Watercourse Development 
Permit as a condition of the Building 
Permit 

Council does not support – 
approval is denied.  

Staff Contacts: 
Ministry of Environment – Local Contact: Brian Robertson  (250) 260-3040 
                                         – Provincial Contacts: Andy Witt (250) 356-2353 
 Michael Roth (250) 387-9763 
Fisheries & Oceans Canada – Regional Contact: Bruce Runciman (250) 804-7007 
 
LOCAL QUALIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS1: 
 
Trumbley Environmental Consultants Armstrong 250-546-4069 
Ecoscape Biological Consultants Kelowna 250-979-0035 or 250-469-FISH 
QEP Consulting Kelowna 250-868-6682 
Summit Environmental Consultants Vernon 250-545-3672 
Sage Environmental Consulting Vernon 250-558-0627 
Valhalla Environmental Consulting Inc. Coldstream 250-260-5363 
 

1 There may be other companies qualified to conduct this work.  Please consult your local 
telephone directory. 


